[Safety of term birth and cesarean birth rates].
This was a parallel of the rate of caesarean section and neurological morbidity of the term newborn. This study was performed on all infants born at a gestational age of 37 weeks or greater in 1981 and 1982 at the Baudelocque Maternity Hospital. The results show a stable caesarean section rate during these two years: 21% in 1981, 20% in 1982; as for the safety of term birth there was only one case of perinatal insult during a vaginal birth responsible for cerebral dysfunction of moderate degree. There was a 18% operative maternal morbidity and there were no deaths. We concluded that a caesarean section rate of 20% in a University Hospital is justified by the virtual absence of neonatal morbidity with an acceptable maternal risk. This rate should not increase. The possible ways of decreasing this rate, while maintaining neonatal safety, must be studied. The original aspect of this work concerns the monitoring of the caesarean section rate by the incidence of neurological complications of all term births during a fixed period of time.